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IN THE ClAtks 

1 . (previously presented}: A compound of formula !, 



R2 X 




wherein X represents an an optionally substttuted amide, fmin© or sulfonamide group, 
which latter three groups are connected to ttie indole ring through their nitrogen atom; 

Y represents a carboxyllc acid, a cart>oxyllc acid ester, a caitoxyiic acid amide, a 
hydroxamic acid, a hydroxamic acid ester or hydroxy methyl; 

Z comprises a C1..8 ali<ytene or a C2-s heteroatkviene chain; 
represents an optionally substituted aryl or heteroaryl group; 
one of the groups , R^ , R" and R^ represents an optionally substituted aryl or heteroaryl 
group and the other groups R^, R^, R'* and R^ are independently selected from hydrogen, G\ an 
aryl group, a heteroaryl group {which latter two groups are optionally substituted by one or more 
substituents selected from A), alkyi, C3-10 cycloatkyi, C2..e alkenyl. Czs alkynyl or 
heterocycloalkyl (which tatter five groups are optionally substituted by one or more substituents 
selected from G' and/or Q""); and/or 

b) any two other groups which are adjacent to each other are optionally linked to 
form, along with two atoms of the essential benzene ring in the compound of formula I, a 5- to 6- 
membered ring, optionally containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which 
ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo, -R*, -OR® and 
=0; 

A represents: 

I) an 317! group or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by 
one or more substituents selected from B; 

II) § Ci^ alkyt, C3,io cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, Cz^ alkynyl or Ca-e heterocycloalkyl 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
and/or Q'; or 

III) a G^ group; or 
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IV) two adjacent A substituents may be linked together to form, along with the 
essential atoms of the aryl or heteroaryl group to which the two A substituents are attached, a 
further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 
unsaturations, which ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected 
from halo, -R^ -OR® and =0; 

represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2. 
-0N02 0r-A^-R^°; 

wherein A^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(Q^)A^-, - 

S(0)nA'-, -N{R'')A\ -OA^- and -S-, in which: 
A^ represents A^ or -S-; 
A"* represents A®; 

A^ represents A^ -C(Q^}N(A^'')C(Q^)N{R")-. -C(Q^)N(A^^)C(Q^)0-, 
C(Q^)N(A^')S(0)nN(R^^)-, -C(Q')S-, -S(0)nN(R")C(Q^)N(R^^)-, -S(0)nN(R^')C(Q2)0-, 
-S(0)nN(R^^)S(0)nN(R^^)- or -S(0)nO-; 

A^ represents A'^ or -S(0)nO-; 

A^ represents a single bond, -N(R^^)- or 0~; 

A' represents a single bond, -C{Q')-. -C(Q')N(R^')-, -0(0^)0-. -S{0)n- or-S{0)nN{R^^): 
and independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, 
=NR'^ =NN(R'°XR^'). =NOR^^ =NS{0)2N{R'°){R''), =NCN. =C(H)N02 or =C{R^°)(R"); 
R^ and R^ independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above: 

I) hydrogen; 

II) an aryl group or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by 
one or more substituents selected from B; or 

Ml) a alkyi, C3.10 cycloalkyi, Cz-g alkenyl, C2.6 atkynyl or Ca^ heterocycloalkyi 
group, all of which groups are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
and/or Q^; or 

A® and R'' may be linked together to fonm along with the N atom and -E- group to which 
A^ and A'^ are respectively attached, a 5- to a-membered ring, optionally containing 1 to 3 
heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which ring is optionally substituted by one or more 

substituents selected from and/or Q^; 
8 represents: 

I) an aryl group or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by 
one or more substituents selected from G^ and/or wherein any two adjacent atoms of the aryl or 
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heteroaryl group may be linked together to form a further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally 
containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which ring is itself optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo, -R®, -OR^ and =0; 

M) a alkyi, C3.10 cycloalkyi, Ca-e alkenyl, C2S alkynyl or C3.8 heterocycloalkyl 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substiuents selected from and/or 
Q^; or 

III) a group; or 

IV) two adjacent B substituents may be linked together to form, along with the 
essential atoms of the aryl or heteroaryl group to which the two B substituents are attached, a 
further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 
unsaturations, which ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected 
from halo, -R^ -OR^ and =0; 

G^ represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, 
-ONO2 or-A^-R^'; 

wherein A^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(Q*)A®-, 
-S(0)nAi°-, -N(R^>^^-. -OA'2- and -S-, in which: 
A® represents A" or -S-; 
A^° represents A^^; 

A" represents A", -C(Q'')N(R'^)C(Q'')N(R^ -C(Q'')N(R")C(Q'')0-. 
-C(Q'')N{R^2)S(0)nN(R^^)-. "C(Q^)S-, .S{0)nN{R^2)G(Q'*)N(R^3)-, -S(0)nN(R^^)C(Q'')0-, 
-S(0)nN(R^^)S(0)nN(R^^)- or -S{0)nO-: 

A^^ represents A^" or -S(0)nO-; 

A'^ represents a single bond, -N{R^^)- or -0-; 

A''* represents a single bond, -0(0")-, -C(Q'*)N(R^^)-, -C(Q'*)0-, -3(0)^ or -S{0)nN(R^^); 
and Q'* independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, 
=NR^^ =NN(R^2){R"), =NOR^^ =NS(0)2N{R^=')(R^3), =NCN. =C(H)N02 or =C(R^^){R'^); 
r8 ^9 pio pii pi2 pi3 independently selected from: 

i) hydrogen; 

ii) an aryl or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by one or 
more substituents selected from G^ and/or wherein any two adjacent atoms of the aryl or 
heteroaryl group may be linked together to form a further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally 
containing 1 or more heteroatoms, which ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more 
substituents selected from halo, -R'"*, -OR^** and =0; or 
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iii) a C1..6 atkyi, C3-10 cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, Cz-e alkynyl or €3^ heterocycloalkyi 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
and/or or 

any pair of R^ R^, R^°, R", R^^ and R'^ may, for e xamp le when present on the same or 
on adjacent atoms, be linked together to fomi with those, or other relevant, atoms, a further 5- to 
8-membered ring, optionally containing 1 to 3 heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which 
ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from and/or W^; 

G^ represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, -ONO2 

wherein A^^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(W^)A^^_, - 
S(0)nA"-, -N(R^'')A^^-, -GA^^- and -S-. in which: 
A^® represents A^° or -S-; 
A''^ represents A^°; 

A'^ represents -C(W^)N(R^^)C(W^)N(R^^)-, -C(W^)N(R^^)C(W^)0_, 
-C(W^)N(R^^)S(0)nN(R'^)-, -C(W^)S-, -S(0}nN(R^^)C(W2>N(R^^)-, -S(0)nN(R^^)C(W^)0-, 
-S{0)nN(R^^)S(0)nN(R^^)- or -S(0)nO-; 

A'® represents A^^ or -S(0)nO-; 

represents a single bond, -N(R^®)- or -0-; 

A^' represents a single bond, -CO/V^)-, -C{W^)N(R'^)-, -C{W^)0-. -S{0)n- or 
-S(0)nN{R^^); 

and independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, 
=NR'^ =NN(R'')(R''). =NOR'', =NS(0)zN(R^^)(R^^), =NCN, =C(H)N02 or =C{R^=)(R''); 
R^", R^^ and R^^ are independently selected from; 

i) hydrogen; 

ii) an aryl or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by one or 
more substituents selected from G" , methylenedioxy, difiuoromethylenedioxy and/or 

dimethylmethylenedioxy; or 

iii) a C1.6 alkyi, C3-10 cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, C2.6 alkynyl or Ca-^ heterocycloalkyi 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from G'* 

and/or J; or 

any pair of R'"*, R^^ and R^^ may, for example when present on the same or on 
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adjacent atoms, be linked together to form with those, or other relevant, atoms, a further 5- to 7- 
membered ring, optionally containing 1 to 3 heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which ring 
is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from G'' and J; 

represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, 
-ONOz or-A^2-R^^; 

wherein A^^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(0)A"-, 

-S(0)nA''-, -N(R^')A^'-, -OA'®- and -S-, in which: 
A^^ represents A^*" or 
fi^^ represents A^''; 

A^^ represents A'^ -C(0)N(R^®)C(0)N(R^^)-, -C{0)N{R^^)C{0}0-, 
-C(0)N(R'®)S(0)nN(R'')-, -C(0)S-, -S{0)nN(R'®)C(0)N{R^^)-. -S(0)nN(R^^)C(0)G-. 
-S(0)nN(R^^)S(0)nN(R'®)- or -3(0)^,0-; 

A^^ represents A28 or -S(0)r,0-; 

P>?^ represents a single bond, -N(R^®)- or -0-; 

A^' represents a single bond. -C(O)-. -C(0)N(R'^)-, -C(0}Q-. -S{0)n- or -S{0)nN(R^®); 

J represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, =NR'"', =NN(R'')(R^*), 
=NOR^^ =NS(0)2N(R^^)(R^*), =NCN, =C(H)N02 or =C(R'^){R^*); 

R^'' and R^® are independently selected from hydrogen and C'-6 alkyi, which latter group 
is optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo, -NH2, -N(H)Me, 
-N(H)Et, -N(H)i-Pr. -NMea. -N(Me)Et, -N(Me)/-.Pr, -NEta , -OH, -OMe, -OEt, -O/-, Prand =0; and 

n represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, 1 or 2, 

or a pharmaceutically-acceptable salt thereof. 
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2. (previously presented): A compound as ciaimed in Claim 1 , wherein; 

X represents: 

-N{R^)-E-R^; 

E represents a single bond, -CG(0)- or -S{0)n-; 

Y represents -CH2OH, -C(0)N{H)R^ -C(0)N(H)OR^ or -C{0)OR'^; 

Z represents a C1.8 alkylene or a C2-8 heteroalkylene chain, both of which: 

(() optionaily contain one or more unsaturations; 

(ii) are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo,-R®, 
-N(R^){R^), -OR® and =0; and/or 

(iii) may form part of an additional 3- to a-membered ring formed between any one or 
more members of the C1-S alkyiene or C2-S heteroalkylene chain, which ring optionaily 
contains 1 to 3 heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations and which ring is itself optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo, -R®, -N(R^){R^), -OR® and =0; 

R^ represents an aryl or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by 
one or more substituents selected from A; 

one of the groups R^, R^, R'' and R^ represents an aryl group or a heteroaryl group (both 
of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from A) and: 

a) the other groups are independently selected from hydrogen, G\ an aryl group, a 
heteroaryl group (which latter two groups are optionally substituted by one or more substituents 
selected from A), alkyi, C3.10 cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl. C2-6 alkynyl or Ca^ heterocycloalkyi 
(which latter five groups are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
and/or Q^); and/or 

b) any two other groups which are adjacent to each other are optionally linked to 
form, along with two atoms of the essential benzene ring in the compound of formula I, a 5- to 6- 
membered ring, optionally containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which 
ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo, -R^, -OR^ and 
=0; 

A represents: 

1} an aryl group or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by 

one or more substituents selected from B; 

II) a Ci-e alkyI, C^io cycloalkyi, C2-6 aikenyl, Czs alkynyl or Cs-e heterocycloaikyi 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
and/or Q'; or 
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III) a group; or 

IV) two adjacent A substituents may be linked together to form, along with the 
essential atoms of the aryl or heteroaryi group to which the two A substituents are attached, a 
further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 
unsaturations, which ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected 
from halo. -R^ -OR® and =0; 

represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, 
-ONO2 or-A^-R^*^; 

wherein A^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(Q^)A^-, - 
S(0)nA^-, -N(R^^)A'-, -OA'- and -S-, in which: 
A^ represents A® or -S-; 
A^ represents A*^; 

A^ represents A^ -C(Q')N(A")C(Q2)N(R")-, -C{Q^)N(A")C(Q2)0-. 
C(Q^)N(A'^)S(0)nN(R'^)-, -C(Q^)S-, -S(0)nN(R^^)C{Q2)N(R")-, -S(0)nN{R")C(Q^)0-, 
-S(0)nN{R'')S{0)nN(R'")- or -S{0)nO.: 

A^ represents or -S(0)nO-; 

A^ represents a single bond, -N(R")- or 0-; 

A^ represents a single bond, -C(Q^)-, -C(Q2)N(R")-, -C{Q^)0-. -S(0)n- or -S{0)nN{R^^); 
and independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, 
=NR^°, =NN{R^°)(R"), =N0R^°, =NS(0)2N(R'°)(R"), =NCN. =C{H)N02 or =C(R'°){R"); 
R^ and R'' independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above: 

I) hydrogen; 

II) an aryl group or a heteroaryi group, both of which are optionally substituted by 
one or more substituents selected from B; or 

HI) a alkyi, C3.10 cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, Cg-e alkynyl or C;^ heterocycloalkyi 
group, all of which groups are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
G^ and/or Q^; or 

A® and R^ may be linked together to form along with the N atom and -E- group to which 
A^ and A'' are respectively attached, a 5- to a-membered ring, optionally containing 1 to 3 
heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which ring is optionally substituted by one or more 
substituents selected from G^ and/or Q^; 

B represents: 
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I) an atyl group or a heteroary! group, both of which are optionally substituted by 
one or more substituents selected fronfi and/or wherein any two adjacent atoms of the aryl or 
heteroaryl group may be linked together to form a further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally 
containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturattons, which ring is itself optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo, -R®, -OR® and =0; 

II) a Ci.6 alkyi, C3-10 cycioalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, C2-6 alkynyl or C3.8 heterocycloalkyl 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substiuents selected from and/or 
Q^; or 

III) a group; or 

IV) two adjacent B substituents may be linked together to form, along with the 
essential atoms of the aryl or heteroaryl group to which the two B substituents are attached, a 
further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 
unsaturations, which ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected 
from halo, -R^ -OR^ and =0; 

G^ represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, 
-ONO2 or-A®-R'=^: 

wherein represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(Q'')A^-, 
-S(0)nA^°-. -N(R^^)A"-, -OA^^- and -S-. in which: 
A® represents A^^ or -S-; 
A^*' represents A^^; 

A^' represents A^^ -C(Q'*)N{R^')C(Q'*)N(R^^)-. -C{Q'')N(R'^)C{Q'^)0-, 
-C(Q'*)N(R'^)S{0)nN{R'^)-, -C(Q'*)S-, -S(0)„N{R")C(Q^)N(R'^)-, -S(0)nN{R")C(Q'*)0-, 
-S{0)nN(R'')S(0)nN{R^^)- or -S(0)nO-; 

A^^ represents A" or -S{0)nO-; 

A^^ represents a single bond, -N(R^^)- or -0-; 

A^^ represents a single bond. -C{Q% -C(Q^)N{R^3)-, -C(Q')0-. -S(0)n or -S{0),N(R'='); 

and Q'' independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, 
=NR^^ =NN(R^^)(R"). =NOR^^ =NS(0)2N(R'^){R'^), =NCN, =C(H)N02 or =C(R'^)(R^^); 
p& R®^ Rio, R<\ pi3 independently selected from: 

i) hydrogen; 

ii) an aryi or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by one or 
more substituents selected from G^ and/or wherein any two adjacent atoms of the aryl or 
heteroaryl group may be linked together to form a further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally 
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containing 1 or more heteroatoms, which ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more 
substituents selected from halo, -R", -OR^* and =0; or 

iii) a C-is alkyl. C3-10 cycloalkyi, C2.6 atkenyl, Ca^ aikynyl or Cs^ heterocycloalkyi 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
and/or W\' or 

any pair of R®, R®, R^°, R^^ and R^^ may, for e xampl e when present on the same or 
on adjacent atoms, be linked together to form with those, or other relevant, atoms, a ftjrther 5- to 
8-membered ring, optionally containing 1 to 3 heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which 
ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from and/or 

G^ represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, -ONOz 
or -A'^-R^'; 

wherein A^^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(W^)A^^_, - 
S(0)nA"-, -N(R^^)A^^-. -OA^^- and -S-, in which: 
a'® represents or -S-; 
A^^ represents A^°; 

A^^ represents -C(W^)N(R^^)C(W^)N(R^^}-, -C(W^)N(R^^)C(W^)0_, 
-C(W^)N{R^^)S{0)nN(R^^)-. -C(W2)S-, -S(0)nN{R^^)C(W=^>N(R'®)-, -S(0)nN{R^^)C(W^)0-, 
-S(0)nN{R^^)S{0)nN(R^^)- or -S{0)„0-; 

A""^ represents A^^ or -S(0)nO-; 

A^ represents a single bond, -N(R^®)- or -0-; 

A^' represents a single bond. -CCW^)-, -C(W2)N(R'^)-, -C{W^)0-, -S(0)n- or 
-S(0)nN(R^^): 

and independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, 
=NR'^ =NN{R'^)(R'^). =NOR'^ :^NS{0)2N{R^^){R^«), =NCN, =C{H)N02 or =C(R''){R^^); 
R^"*, R^^ and R^^ are independently selected from: 

i) hydrogen; 

ii) an aryl or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by one or 
more substituents selected from G"* , methylenedioxy, difluoromethyienedioxy and/or 
dimethylmethylenedioxy; or 

iii) a C1-6 alkyi, C3.10 cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, Ca-e aikynyl or C3.8 heterocycloalkyi 
group, alt of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from G"^ 
and/or J; or 

any pair of R^*, R^^ and R^^ may, for example when present on the same or on 
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adjacent atoms, be linked together to form with those, or other relevant, atoms, a further 5- to 7- 
membered ring, optionally containing 1 to 3 heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturattons. which ring 
is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from and J; 

G"^ represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NOa, 
-ONO2 or -A^^-R^^; 

wherein A^^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(0)A^^-, 

-S(0)X''-, -N(R^®)A^^-, -OA^^- and -S-, in which: 
A^^ represents A^^ or -S-; 
A^" represents A^^; 

A^^ represents A^\ -C(0)N(R^')C(0)N(R^®)-, -C(0)N(R^«)C(0)0-, 
-C(0)N(R''^)S(0)nN(R^')-, -C(0)S-, -S{0)nN(R^«)C{0)N(R^')-, -S(0)nN(R^')C(0)0-. 
-S(0)nN(R'*')S{0)nN(R^^)- or -S(0)nO-; 

A^^ represents A28 or -3(0)^0-; 

A^^ represents a single bond, -N(R''®)- or -0-; 

A^^ represents a single bond, -C(0)-, -C{0)N(R^^)-, -C(0)0-, -S(0)n- or -S(0)nN(R^®); 

J represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S. =NR^^ =NN{R^^)(R^®), 
=NOR^^ :=NS{0)2N(R'')(R^^). =NCN, =C{H)N02 or =C(R^')(R''); 

R^^ and R^® are independently selected from hydrogen and C'-6 alkyi, which latter group 
is optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo, -NH2, -N(H)Me, 
-N{H)Et, -N(H)i-Pr, -NMea, -N{Me)Et, -N{IVIe)/-.Pr, -NEta . -OH, -OMe, -OEt, -O/-, Pr and =0; and 

n represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, 1 or 2, 

or a pharmaceutically-acceptable salt thereof. 
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3. (original): A compound as claimed in Claim 2, wherein n represents 2. 

4. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in Claim 2 , wherein A represents 
or any two adjacent A substituents may be linked by a methylenedioxy group. 

5. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein G"" represents 

halo, cyano, -NO2 or -A^-R^°. 

6. (previously presented): A compound as clamed in claim 2, wherein A^ represents 

A^ 

7. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein A^ and A^ 
independently represent a single bond. 

8. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2. wherein A'* represents 
a single bond, -C(Q^)- or -S(0)2-. 

9. (previously presented); A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein represents 

=0. 

10. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein B represents 

Gl 

1 1 . (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein G^ represents 
halo, cyano, -NO2- or -A®-R^^ 

12. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein A® represents 

a single bond, -N(R")A"- or-OA^^-. 

13. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein A^' and A'^ 
independently represent a single bond. 
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14. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 1 , wherein Z represents 
Ci^alkylene, In which one of the carbon atoms in the chain may be replaced with oxygen. 

15. (previously presented): A compound as ciaimed in claim 1 , wherein Y represents - 

CH2OH, -C(0)NHR^ or "C(0)OR^ 

16. (previously presented): A compound as claimed In claim 1 , wherein represents 
optionally substituted fluorenyl, phenyl or pyridy!. 

17. (previously presented): A compound as ciaimed in claim 1, wherein (when X 
represents an optionally substituted aryl or heteroaryl group) X represents an optionally 
substituted phenyl, thienyl, pyrldyi, pyrazotyl, pyrazoiyi, pyrazinyl or quinoiinyl group. 

18. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 1, (when they represent 
an optionally substituted aryl or heteroaryl group) R^. R^, R", and R^ represent optionally 
substituted phenyl, pyrldyi or naphthyl. 

19. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in Claim 2, wherein the other 
substituents on the benzene ring of the indole represent hydrogen or G''. 

20. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein R^ represents 
hydrogen or Ci.3alkyl group (which latter group Is optionally substituted by G^). 

21 . (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein R^ represents 
phenyl or pyridyl (which groups are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected 
from B), or Ci^alkyi, C2-4alkenyl or C5.10 cycloalkyi (which latter three groups are optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents selected from G^). 

22. (previously presented): A compound as ciaimed in claim 2, wherein R® and R'' are 
linked to form a 5- or 6-membered ring optionally substituted by =0. 

23. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in Claim 2, wherein and R^^ 
independently represent Ci.aafkyI or hydrogen. 
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24. (previously presented); A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein represents 
hydrogen, phenyl, tetrazolyl, Ci.4alkyl, Ca-^alkenyl or Cs^ cycloalkyi, which tatter five groups are 
optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 

25. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein R^^ represents 
hydrogen, phenyl, pyrrolyl, Ci-4alkyl or C5-10 cycloalkyi, which latter four groups are optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents selected from G^. 

26. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2. wherein represents 
hydrogen or C2-4alkenyl. 

27. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein represents 
halo. -R^^or-OR^^. 

28. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 2, wherein R^^ represents 
hydrogen, Cvsalkyl or phenyl. 

29. (previously presented): A compound as claimed in claim 16, wherein the optional 
substituents are selected from halo, -NO2, cyano, methylenedioxy, Ci.6a!kyl (which alkyi group 
is optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from a halo group, a phenyl 
groups and OR^^), Ctealkenyt, C3-10 cycloalkyi (which cycloalkyi group is optionally substituted 
with G1.6 alkyI), phenyl (v^^rch group is optionally substituted with one or more substituents 
selected from halo and OR^^), a heteroaryi group selected from tetrazolyl and pyrrolyl (which 
groups are optionally substituted by one or more Ci^ alkyI groups), methylthio, methylsulfonyl, 
methylsulfonyl, =0, -OR^^ -N(R'')R'°, -C(0)OR'^ -C(0)R'^ -C(0)N{R'^)R2^ -S{0)2N(R^')r'° 
and/or -N(R''^)S(0)2R^\ wherein R^® and independently represent hydrogen, phenyl, C1-4 
alkenyl, Ci,^ alkyI (which alky! group is optionally substituted by one or more fluoro atoms) or a 
phenyl group and R^^ represents phenyl or C1-6 alkyI (which alkyi group Is optionally substituted 
by one or more fluoro atoms). 

30. (previously presented): A compound as defined in claim 1 . or a pharmaceuticatly- 
acceptable salt thereof, for use as a phramaceutical. 
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31 , (previously presented): A pharmaceutical formulation including a compound as 
defined in claim 1 , or a pharmaceuticalty-acceptable salt thereof, in admixture with a 
pharmaceutically acceptable adjuvant, diluent or carrier. 

32. -38. (canceled) 

39. (original): A process for the preparation of a compound as defined in Claim 2, which 
comprises: 

(i) reaction of a compound of fomiula It. 

R2 X 




wherein X Y, R'* and R^ are as defined in Claim 2, with a compound of fonmula 111. 

R'ZL' HI 
wherein represents a suitable leaving group and and Z are as defined in Claim 2; 
(ii) reaction of a compound of formula IV, 
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wherein !^ represents or in which and represent appropriate leaving groups 
and L"^ is attached to one or more of the carbon atoms of the benzenoid ring of the indole, and 
the remaining positions of the benzenoid ring are substituted with 1 to 3 (depending on the 
number of substituents) substituents to R^ as appropriate, and Z. X. Y, R\ R^; R^ and 
R^ are as defined in Claim 2, with a compound of formula V, 
R'\' V 

wherein R^^ represents R^, R^ R'* or R^ (as appropriate), and represents L^(when L"* 
is L^) or (when L" is L^) as defined above; 

(iii) for compounds of formula I in which X represents an optionally substituted aryl or 
heteroaryl group, reaction of a compoyncf .of fomiula VI. 



R2 t_2 




V) 



wherein is as defined above and Z, Y, R\ R^ R^, R'* and R? are as defined in Claim 2. 
with a compound of fomiula Vli , 

X^^ Vil 

wherein is as defined above and X* represents an aryl or heteroaryl group, optionally 

substituted as defined in Claim 2; 

(iv) for compounds of formula I in which X represents -N(R®)-E-R'', reaction of a 
compound of formula VI as defined above, with a compound of formula VIII, 

HN(R®)-E-R^ VIII 
wherein E, R® and R^ are as defined in Claim 2; 

(v) for compounds of formula I in which X represents -N(R^)-E-R^, reaction of a 
compound of formula IX, 



R6 

R2 




IX 
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wherein Z, Y, R\ R^. R"*. R^ and are as defined in Ctaim 2. with a compound of 
formula X, 

R^-E-L X 

wherein is as defined above and E and R+ are as defined in Claim 2; 

(vi) for compounds of formula I in which E represents a single bond and R'' is a 
alky! group, C3-6 alkenyt or a Cs^ alkynyl group, reduction of a compound of formula I, wherein X 
represents -C(0)- and R^ represents H, a Ct.5, alkyi group, a C2-5 alkenyl or a C2-5 alkynyl group. 

40. (previously presented): A compound of formula I, 




wherein X represents an optionally substituted amide, amine or sulfonamide group, 
wherein said groups are connected to the indole ring through their nitrogen atom; 

Y represents a carboxylic acid, a carboxylic acid ester, a carboxylic acid amide, a 
hydroxamic acid, a hydroxamic acid ester or hydroxymethyl; 

Z comprises a Ci-s aikylene or a C2.g heteroalkylene group; 
represents an optionally substituted aryl or heteroaryl group; 

one of the groups R^, R^, R"* and R^ represents an optionally substituted aryl or 
heteroaryl group and the other groups R^, R^, R"* and R^ are independently selected from 
hydrogen, G\ an aryl group, a heteroaryl group (which latter two groups are optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents selected from A), C1.6 alkyI, C3-10 cycloaikyi, C2-6 alkenyl. 
C2-6 alkynyl or C3.8 heterocycfoalkyi (which latter five groups are optionally substituted by one or 
more substituents selected from and/or Q^); and/or 

b) any two other groups which are adjacent to each other are optionally linked to 
form, along with two atoms of the essential benzene ring in the compound of formula I, a 5- to 6- 
membered ring, optionally containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which 
ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituente selected from halo, -R®, -OR^ and 
=0; 
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A represents: 

I) an aiyl group or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by 
one or more substituents selected from B; 

II) a Ci-s alkyl. Ca.io cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, Cz-e aikynyl or C3.8 heterocycloalkyi 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
and/or or 

III) a group; or 

IV) two adjacent A substituents may be linked together to form, along with the 
essential atoms of the aryl or heteroaryl group to which the two A substituents are attached, a 
further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 
unsaturations, which ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected 
from halo, 'R^ -OR® and =0; 

G^ represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, 
-ONO2 or -A^-R'*'; 

wherein A^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(Q^)A^-, - 
S(0)nA^-, -N(R^^)A*-, -OA^- and -S-, in which: 
A^ represents A^ or -S-; 
A^ represents A^; 

A" represents A^ -C(Q')N(A")C(Q2)N(R'')-, -C(Q2)N(A")C(Q')0- 
C(Q^)N(A^^)S(0)nN(R'')-. -C(Q')S-, -S(0)nN(R")C(Q')N(R")- -S{0)nN(R'')C(Q')0-, 
-S(0)nN(R")S(0)nN(R"'> or -S(0)nO-; 

A^ represents A^ or -S{0)nO-; 

A® represents a single bond, -N(R^^)- or 0-; 

A'' represents a single bond, -C(Q^)-, -C{Q^)N(R")-, -C{Q=')0-. -S{0)n- or-S(0),N(R"); 

and independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, 
=NR^°, =NN(R^°)(R"), =NOR'°, =NS(0)2N(R'°){R''), =NCN, =C{H)N02 or =C(R^'^)(R''); 
and R^ independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above: 

I) hydrogen; 

II) an ary! group or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by 

one or more substituents selected from B; or 

Mi) a C1.6 alkyl, C3.10 cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, C2.6 aikynyl or €3.3 heterocycloalkyi 
group, alt of which groups are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
G^ and/or Q^; or 
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and may be linked together to form along with the N atom and -E- group to which 
and A*^ are respectively attached, a 5- to a-membered ring, optionally containing 1 to 3 
heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which ring Is optionally substituted by one or more 
substituents selected from and/or Q^; 
B represents: 

I) an aryl group or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by 
one or more substituents selected from and/or wherein any two adjacent atoms of the aryl or 
heteroaryl group may be linked together to form a further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally 
containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which ring is itself optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo, -R®, -OR^ and =0; 

I!) a alkyi, C3.10 cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, C2-6 alkynyl or Cz^ heterocycloalkyi 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substiuents selected from G^ and/or 
Q^; or 

Hi) a group; or 

IV) two adjacent B substituents may be linked together to form, along with the 
essentia! atoms of the aryl or heteroaryl group to which the two B substituents are attached, a 
further 5- to 6-membered ring, optionally containing 1 or more heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 
unsaturations, which ring is Itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected 
from hak), -R^ -OR^ and =0; 

G^ represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, 
-ONO2 or-A^-R'^*: 

wherein A® represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(Q'*)A^-, 
-S(0)nA^°-, -N(R'^)A^ \ -OA'^- and -S-. in which: 
A^ represents A^^ or -S-; 
A^° represents A^^; 

A" represents A^^ -C{Q'*)N(R'^)C(Q')N(R^>, -C(Q'*)N(R")C(Q^)0-, 
-C(Q')N(R^^)S{0)nN(R^')-, -C(Q'')S-, -S{0)nN(R^^)C{Q*)N(R^=*)-, -S(0)„N(R^^)C{Q'')0-, 

-S(0)r,N(R")S{0)nN(R'^)- or -S(0)r,0-; 
A^^ represents A^"* or -S{0)nO-; 
A^^ represents a single bond, -N(R^^)- or -0-; 

A" represents a single bond, -C(Q')-, -C(Q'')N(R'^)-, -C{Q'')0-, -S{0)n or -S(0)nN{R'^); 
Q" and Q"* independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, 
=NR'~, =NN(R'^)(R^3). =N0R'^ =NS(0)2N{R'2){R^^), =NCN, =C(H)N02 or =C(R'2)(R'^); 
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R®, R^, R^°, R", R'^ and R^' are independently selected from: 
i) hydrogen; 

li) an aryl or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by one or 
more substituents selected from and/or wherein any two adjacent atoms of the aryl or 
heteroaryl group may be linked together to form a further 6- to 6-membered ring, optionally 
containing 1 or more heteroatoms, which ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more 
substituents selected from halo, -R^"*, -OR'" and =0; or 

iit) a Ci-6 alkyt, C3-10 cycloalkyi, C^e alkenyl, C2-6 alkynyl or Cs-a heterocycloalkyi 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from 
and/or W\ or 

any pair of R^ R^, R^°, R^^ and R-^ may, fo r e xamp le when present on the same or 
on adjacent atoms, be linked together to form with those, or other relevant, atoms, a further 5- to 
8-membered ring, optionally containing 1 to 3 heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which 
ring is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from G^ and/or W^; 

G^ represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, -ONO2 
or-A'^-R^^; 

wherein A^^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(W^)A^®_, - 
S{0)nA'^-, -N{R'V^®-. -OA^^- and -S-, in which; 
A^^ represents A^ or -S-; 
A^'' represents A^°; 

A'^ represents -C{W^)N(R'^)C(W^)N{R^^)-, -C(W^)N(R'^)C{W2)0_, 
-C(W^)N(R^^)S{0)nN(R^^)-, -C(W^)S-. -S(0)nN{R'*)C(W2>N{R'^)-, -S{0)nN{R'®)C{W^)0-. 
-S(0)nN(R'^)S(0)nN{R^^)- or -S(0)r,0-; 

A^^ represents A^^ or -S{0)nO-; 

A^° represents a single bond, -N{R'^)- or -0-; 

A^^ represents a single bond, -C(W^}-, -C(W^)N{R'^}-, -C{ysi^)0-, -S{OV or 
-S(0)nN{R'^): 

W"* and independently represent, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, 

=NR^^ =NN(R'')(R'®), =NOR", =NS(0)2N(R^^)(R^^). =:NCN, =C{H)N02 or =C{R'^)(R'^); 
R", R'^ and R'*^ are independently selected from: 
i) hydrogen; 
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ii) an aryl or a heteroaryl group, both of which are optionally substituted by one or 
more substituents selected from , methylenedioxy, dlfluoromethylenedioxy and/or 
dimethylmethylenedioxy; or 

lii) a Ci-6 alkyi, C3-10 cycloalkyi, C2-6 alkenyl, C2-6 alkynyl or C3..8 heterocycloalkyi 
group, all of which are optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from G"* 
and/or J; or 

any pair of R^^ and R^^ may, for example when present on the same or on 
adjacent atoms, be finked together to form with those, or other relevant, atoms, a further 5- to 7- 
membered ring, opttonaliy containing 1 to 3 heteroatoms and/or 1 to 3 unsaturations, which ring 
is itself optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from G" and J; 

represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, halo, cyano, -N3, -NO2, 
-ONO2 or -A^^-R^^ 

wherein A^^ represents a single bond or a spacer group selected from -C(0)A^^-, 
-S(0)nA^'-, -N(R'^)A^^-, -OA^^- and -S-. in which: 
A^^ represents A^'' or ~S-; 
A^'* represents A^''; 

A'' represents A'^ -C(0)N(R^')C(0)N(R^')., -C(0)N{R^')C{0)0-. 
-C(0)N(R^')S(0)nN(R'')-, -C(0)S-, -S{0)nN(R^')C(0)N{R^')-, -S(0)nN(R^«)C(0)0-, 
-S(0)nN(R'^)S(0)nN(R'^)- or -S{0)nO-; 

A^^ represents A28 or -S(0)nO-; 

A" represents a single bond, -N{R^^)- or -0-; 

A^^ represents a single bond, -C{0)-, -C(0)N(R^'^)-, -C{0)0-. -S(0)n- or -S{0)nN(R^^); 

J represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, =0, =S, =NR", =NN{R^^)(R^®), 
=NOR". =NS(0)2N(R^')(R'^), =NCN, =C(H)N02 or =C(R'')(R''); 

R'^ and R^^ are independently selected from hydrogen and C'-6 alkyI, which latter group 
is optionally substituted by one or more substituents selected from halo, -NH2, -N(H)Me, 
-N(H)Et, -N{H)i-Pr, -NMea. -N(Me)Et, -N{Me)/-.Pr, -NEt2 . -OH, -OMe, -OEt, -O/-, Pr and =0; and 

n represents, on each occasion when mentioned above, 1 or 2, 

or a pharmaceutically-acceptable salt thereof. 
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41 . (previousiy presented): A compound according to claim 40 wherein 
X is a substituted benzoylamino group; 

Y is a carboxylic acid or cartaoxylic acid ester group; 

Z represents an optionally substituted Ci.b all<ytene or a C2.9 lieteroalkyiene group; 
R"* Is an optionally substituted aryl group; 

one of R^, R^, R"* and R^ is optionally substituted aryl and the others are hydrogen. 

42. {previously presented): A compound according to claim 41 which is 6-(4- 
butylphenyl)-1-(3-chlorobenzyl)-3-(4-isopropoxybenzoylamino)~indole-2-carboxylic acid. 
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